Widely scattered high terraces and downs between the Waingaro and Waikoropupu

Locality: Rivers, and in the Little Onahau and lower Onahau catchments to Rangihaeata and
Onahau estuary.
Flat to gently-sloping high terraces and gently-undulating downs up to 140m altitude, low-
Topography: lying basins and broad, gently-sloping valleys, dissected by low-gradient, shallow to deeply

incised water courses.

Soils and Geology:

Poorly drained, infertile, old alluvial sandy loams overlying course, weathered gravels
derived from glacial outwash gravels of sedimentary rocks and granite. Leached with the
development of an iron pan. Peaty valley floors and basins which typically have a high
water table.

Climate:

Moderately high sunshine hours. Moderate annual temperature range, most extreme in
sheltered basins with cold air drainage. Frosts moderate to moderately severe.
Rainfall from 2000mm near the coast to 2400mm inland.

Coastal influence:

At Rangihaeata and Onahau River mouth.

Original Vegetation:

Mostly covered in mixed podocarp-broadleaf-beech forest, especially rimu, yellow pine,
silver pine, mountain totara, silver beech, quintinia, kdmahi and black beech. Hard beech
on dry parts of downs. Swamp forest on low-lying flats and basins with kahikatea, and
pukatea where not too cold. Small areas of pakihi wetlands and bogs.

Human Modification:

Almost no original vegetation remains. Indigenous vegetation mostly induced pakihi from
repeated burnings. Exotic pines, gorse and fire-adapted weeds widespread. Hydrology
altered in places by drainage works.

[Refer to the Ecosystem Restoration map showing the colour-coded area covered by this list.]
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