The high tide fringes of a series of intertidal areas regularly spaced between Pohara and
Collingwood most of which are associated with river mouths and inlets. From east to west
Locality: these include, Motupipi Inlet, Waitapu-Takaka River mouth and delta system, Onahau,
Pariwhakaoho and Otere River mouths, Aorere River mouth and delta system, and Parapara,
Ruataniwha, Waikato, Pakawau and Puponga Inlets.

Tidal flats, low relief islets, deltas and margins of coastal terraces around mean high tide.
Usually part of an inlet enclosed by a coastal spit or barrier beach and fed by a river.

Sandy or peaty mud and organic matter from river deposits and estuarine vegetation.
Pebbles and cobbles either sub-surface or scattered over substrate. Highly saline, infertile
and anaerobic with iron and sulphur staining. High-shore flats have greater amounts of
cobbles, pebbles and rafted organic matter and are also drought-prone in summer.

High to moderately high sunshine hours; frosts mild; mild annual temperatures.

Rainfall 1600mm in the east to 2200mm in the west.

Entirely coastal. Tidal and saline influences of seawater are profound and are the most
dominant influences on the ecosystem. Lower estuarine zone inundated by seawater on all
Coastal influence: but neap tides. High-shore flats of the upper estuarine zone inundated only on spring tides.
Salt water may wedge up watercourses for many metres creating a brackish wetland
environment around river mouths.

Salt marsh shrublands, rushlands, sedgelands and succulent herbfields. Brackish sedge and
reed wetlands. These would have typically graded inland and upslope into tall coastal forest.
Lower intertidal vegetation still largely intact. Significant reclamation around inlet and delta
margins which has destroyed estuarine shrubland habitat, truncated estuarine zonation
patterns and altered hydrologies and coastal processes. Very few natural areas remain
where estuary vegetation grades into native freshwater and terrestrial vegetation.

Topography:

Soils and Geology:

Climate:

Original Vegetation:

Human Modification

[Refer to the Ecosystem Restoration map showing the colour-coded area covered by this list.]
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