COLLINGWOOD-ONEKAKA TERRACES & HILLS ECOSYSTEM
NATIVE PLANT RESTORATION LIST

Terraces, valleys and hill country between Patons Rock and Collingwood, draining the Otere River, Little Kaituna Stream, and the lower

Locality: reaches of the Onekaka River and Tukurua Creek, and in the north, Burton Ale Creek. Backed by the Parapara Ridge mountain lands.
A series of high, flat and undulating terraces and gently sloping fans between 10-100m; highest in the south and gently dipping to the
north. Extensively down-cut and incised by numerous small watercourses with steep side-slopes, often with gentle basin headwaters.

Topography: Terraces are also bisected by larger catchments with associated broad alluvial valley flats. Extensive high terraces and gently-sloping

downlands north of Parapara River drained by slow-flowing meandering streams. Rolling to moderately steep, low-relief hill country
inland of terraces up to 200 metres altitude.

Soils and Geology:

Hillsides and terrace side-slopes of mudstones and calcareous siltstones underlying moderately leached silty and sandy loams and loess
of low to medium fertility.

Terraces are strongly leached, low fertility sandy loams overlying weathered coarse gravels. An iron pan has resulted in impeded
drainage and soil gleying on terraces and headwater basins.

Lowest terraces near the coast at Milnethorpe with infertile gravels, sand and mud.

On the alluvial flats, sandy, slightly leached loams of medium fertility, stony and shallow in places and overlying slightly weathered alluvial
gravels with good drainage, although flood-prone.

Climate:

Moderately high sunshine hours; frosts moderate to moderately severe away from the coast; warm, sub-humid summers;
rainfall 2000-2600mm. Droughts infrequent.

Coastal influence:

6km of coastline between Pariwhakaoho River mouth and Parapara Inlet, and a further 4km from Milnethorpe to Collingwood, up to %2 km
inland.

Original Vegetation:

On infertile, poorly-drained terraces, various mixtures of tall podocarp-beech-broadleaf forest; dominated by rimu, cedar, mountain tétara,
western toatoa, northern rata and silver beech with some silver and yellow pines, pokaka, miro, quintinia, toro and kamahi.

Hill slopes dominated by rimu, hard beech, northern rata and hinau on ridges, with kahikatea, pukatea and mixed broadleaved species in
gullies. Fertile valley flats support most podocarps including matar, totara and kahikatea with riparian silver and black beeches

Human Modification:

Apart from scattered individual trees, all original native vegetation is gone. Most hill country and terrace side-slopes have retained a
cover of secondary native vegetation dominated by mixed broadleaved species and manuka - kanuka, including several coastal gullies.
Almost no native vegetation remains on landforms with flat topography. On high terraces and associated headwater basins, small areas
of pakihi vegetation still remain. Extensive areas of this vegetation type has been cleared in the last 50 years and hydrology altered to
improve drainage.

[Refer to the Ecosystem Restoration map showing the colour-coded area covered by this list.]
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