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7.7  QUARTERLY CLIMATE CHANGE UPDATE  

Information Only - No Decision Required  

Report To: Strategy and Policy Committee 

Meeting Date: 28 May 2024 

Report Author: Barbara Lewando, Senior Climate Change Advisor; Anna Gerraty, 

Senior Community & Reserves Policy Advisor; Cat Budai, Community 

Policy Advisor  

Report Authorisers: Dwayne Fletcher, Strategic Policy Manager; John Ridd, Group 

Manager - Service and Strategy  

Report Number: RSPC24-05-5 

  

1. Summary / Te Tuhinga Whakarāpoto 

1.1 This report provides updates on progress with the implementation of the Tasman Climate 

Response Strategy and Action Plan (2024-2034). It also provides climate change updates in 

brief at the regional, national and international levels. Our response to an information 

request received from the Minister of Climate Change on adaptation preparedness is 

included in section 4 of this report. 

2. Recommendation/s / Ngā Tūtohunga 

That the Strategy and Policy Committee 

1. receives the Quarterly Climate Change Update report RSPC24-05-5. 

3. Tasman Climate Response Strategy and Action Plan – progress update 

3.1 An internal working group comprising 20 staff from across Council meets bi-monthly to 

ensure the Tasman Climate Response Strategy and Action Plan 2024-2034 progresses. 

Highlights from the last quarter (February to May 2024) are presented in this section.  

GHG emissions inventory for 2022/23 

3.2 The Council’s greenhouse gas emissions inventory for 2022/23 was recently completed and 

verified by an external auditor. The report was presented to the 18 April 2024 meeting of the 

Strategy and Policy Committee and has now been published on the Council’s website.  

3.3 Net greenhouse gas emissions from the Council's operations during the 2022/2023 financial 

year were 14,713 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalents (tCO2e). This represents a 71% 

reduction in emissions (i.e. 35,893 tCO2e in total) when compared to our baseline 2020/2021 

year.  

 

 

Warmer Healthier Homes Initiative: Retrofit Success and Outreach     

https://www.tasman.govt.nz/my-region/climate-change/what-is-council-doing/
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3.4 Council funding to Warmer Healthier Homes (WHH) contributed to approximately 40 homes 

being retrofitted with insulation between July 2023 and February 2024. Targeted 

communication to eligible households in late February led to 300 households receiving 

letters. The remaining funding has been used to support further retrofits. 

Connecting Climate Risks and Strategic Priorities 

3.5 Council is updating its strategic risk register to include current climate risk information. 

During the review, staff determines if any new risks have surfaced, if current risks have 

changed in likelihood or severity, and if any risks have been addressed or avoided. 

Exploring Low-Emissions Refrigerant: Richmond Aquatic Centre Update 

3.6 The investigation into switching to refrigerants with a lower emissions impact at Richmond 

Aquatic Centre and other Council-owned facilities has not yet started. This initiative's 

feasibility depends on whether "drop-in" replacements are available for existing refrigerants, 

which typically aligns with equipment replacement cycles. 

Landfill Gas Management Update: York Valley Success, Eves Valley Delay 

3.7 The York Valley Landfill continues to operate effectively, with gas capture and destruction 

levels exceeding those of the previous year. However, scoping the gas reuse system at 

Eves Valley Landfill has been delayed due to uncertainties in connection requirements. This 

work is now expected to be completed in the next financial year. 

Richmond Resource Recovery Centre: Construction Waste Diversion Update 

3.8 With our facility already in operation for over a year, the trial diversion of construction waste 

at the new facility at the Richmond Resource Recovery Centre is underway, with the first 3-

month phase completed in November 2023. Planning for the second 3-month phase, starting 

in July 2024, is based on initial results from the first phase. 

Mohua Golden Bay Waste Reduction Trial: Pioneering Food Waste Drop-off Service 

3.9 To meet the goal of reducing total waste to landfill by 10% per capita by 2030, the Council is 

scoping a trial food waste drop-off service in Golden Bay, Mohua, as a model for centralized 

composting in smaller centres. 

Council Staff Workshops: Eat Green for Food Waste Reduction  

3.10 Two workshops for Council staff, centred on the "Eat Green" theme, were held in March and 

April. These workshops focused on preserving and fermenting as strategies to reduce food 

waste and maximize locally grown produce. Both were well-attended, with about 15 staff 

members at each session. 

Advancing NTFDS: Housing Intensification and Climate Resilience  

3.11 Implementation of the Nelson Tasman Future Development Strategy (NTFDS) continues, 

with a particular focus on housing intensification in locations that reduce the need for car 

travel and are resilient to climate risks. 

 

 

Active Transport Integration in Mapua Masterplan  

3.12 The Mapua Masterplan now includes considerations for active transport connections 

throughout the development. Additionally, Chesterfield Drive in the Richmond West 

development area has been replaced with an active transport corridor. 
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Streets for People projects progressing  

3.13 The Streets for People projects in Richmond, covering Champion Road, Salisbury Road, 

and part of Hill Street, are in progress. 

Natural Hazards Plan Change Initiative  

3.14 Work starts to inform a future Natural Hazards plan change covering coastal hazards and 

sea level rise, flooding, wildfires, earthquake faults, liquefaction, and slope instability, to 

ensure that our communities are resilient to natural hazards and adapt to the effects of 

climate change.  See the separate committee report for further information. 

Pest Database Review and Wasp Biocontrol Engagement 

3.15 The biodiversity and biosecurity teams are reviewing the pest database for improved 

usability. Additionally, they are engaging with landowners on wasp biocontrol in Wainui Bay. 

Enhancing Biodiversity and Climate Resilience: Tasman Strategies Alignment  

3.16 Integration between the Tasman Biodiversity Strategy plan and the Tasman District 

Council’s Climate Response Strategy continues to ensure biodiversity projects are climate-

resilient and provide co-benefits like carbon sequestration, nature-based solutions against 

climate impacts and community resilience. Collaboration fosters a diverse, cross-sector 

community network focused on local biodiversity protection and restoration, thus enhancing 

community resilience to climate change. 

Climate Resilience Tasman 

3.17 Work on the Climate Resilience Tasman Hub is progressing. This hub is meant to connect 

and inspire people across the organisation, to communicate our progress, insights, and 

action in the climate and resilience space, as well as to stimulate knowledge exchange 

among staff.  We are developing a strategy to collect varied experiences, case studies, and 

information from Council staff.           

Rural Resilience Expo 

3.18 On Saturday, April 21, the first Wakefield Rural Resilience Expo started. A community 

gathering to better inform and educate the Wakefield and Tasman communities about 

natural disaster preparedness and self-sufficiency.  

3.19 Several organisations offered information and 20-minute seminars throughout the day. 

Interactive displays for both adults and children marked the beginning of resilience 

discussions.  

Climate Education Programme in Local Schools 

3.20 Dr. Will Stovall has been engaged to deliver a climate change education program in 

Mahana, Lower Moutere, and Wakefield Schools during Term 2, 2024. This comprehensive 

program is a pilot initiative, with plans to expand to more schools from Term 3, 2024, 

onwards. 

Take the Jump Campaign  

3.21 The Take the Jump campaign is being rolled out internally with staff, with recent workshops 

focusing on low-emission opportunities. As part of this initiative, Take the Jump 

ambassadors were invited to participate in the Tasman Mission sustainability race for 

Tasman school students, where the "Dress retro" theme sparked interesting conversations 

about reducing environmental impact. 
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4. Call for data on adaptation preparedness 

4.1 On 26 February 2024, the Minister of Climate Change requested data on adaptation 

preparedness from across selected organisations, including councils, under section 5ZW of 

the Climate Change Response Act 2002 (see letter in Attachment 1).  

4.2 This is the second request received by council, to strengthen New Zealand’s ability to adapt 

to the effects of climate change and to track progress in adaptation preparedness (the 

previous request was received in 2020). 

4.3 The Minister of Climate Change may call for adaptation preparedness data under section 

5ZW of the Climate Change Response Act 2002. This is the second request that Council 

has received, as a selected organisation subject to section 5ZW with critical policy and 

service delivery functions.  

4.4 The survey sought information on governance processes, awareness of climate change 

impacts, strategies or plans in place, and any support needed.  

4.5 The council responded to the survey, which was reviewed by the Executive Leadership 

Team and submitted information online on 9 April 2024. A copy of the completed survey is 

included in Attachment 2 to this report.  

5. Regional update  

Te Uru Kahika regional climate change hui  

5.1 The Climate Change Special Interest Group of Te Uru Kahika met in Hamilton on April 29 

and 30 to develop a strategy for the regional sector’s role in responding to climate change, 

collaborate with Government, and improve the visibility of resilience-focused initiatives 

across the sector.  

5.2 Te Uru Kahika, comprising New Zealand's 16 regional and unitary councils, collaborates to 

leverage their expertise and local insights for environmental and community welfare. Their 

collective responsibilities include integrated land, air, and water resource management, 

biodiversity, regional transport, and enhancing community resilience against climate change 

and natural hazards. Senior Climate Change Policy Advisor, Barbara Lewando, attended the 

hui.  

 

 

Moananui Ocean Cluster 

5.3 Staff is exploring partnership opportunities with Nelson-based Moananui, a new 

technological cluster organisation that facilitates collaboration of organisations and 

businesses within the ocean economy sector.  

5.4 In 2023, Moananui secured $500,000 through the Ministry for Primary Industries’ 

Sustainable Food and Fibre Futures fund to help the cluster get up and running. A further 

$400,000 will be invested by Moananui’s nine founding partners. 

5.5 With start-up funding now secured, Moananui can actively drive innovation projects with the 

purpose of attracting capability, capacity, and capital to the region. With nearly 400-maritime 

related businesses in Tasman and Nelson, we have the largest fishing port in Australasia, 

and play host to a range of scientific organisations and emerging blue technology 

companies.  

https://www.moananui.org.nz/
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Nelson-Tasman Joint Waste Management Minimisation Working Party 

5.6 A Joint Waste Management Minimisation Review Working Party has been formed for Nelson 

Tasman to review the Joint Waste Assessment Plan and make recommendations for future 

actions. Led by Karen Lee from NCC, the groups include representatives from both councils. 

The working party has started to draft the plan, while concurrently finalising the Joint Waste 

Assessment.  

Nelson-Tasman Regional Climate Change Risk Assessment project 

5.7 As outlined in previous ‘Climate Change Update’ reports, we are working together with NCC 

and iwi partners to undertake a Regional Climate Change Risk Assessment (RCCRA) for 

both the Tasman and Nelson regions. 

5.8 This work is being led by consultant Urban Intelligence. The project aims to evaluate and 

communicate climate change risks, as well as cascading risks and impacts1. The outcome is 

a 'living' platform called the ‘Risk Explorer’ that can be used by councils, iwi, businesses, 

organisations, and communities for climate adaptation planning, asset and spatial planning, 

and emergency planning.  

5.9 The initial assessment is complete, and feedback from domain and place-based workshops 

has been gathered, with a focus on identifying hazards and screening elements at risk for 

each domain. Tasman and Nelson staff provided input on datasets and methodology. The 

consultant is preparing the regional climate change risk report. The work has now been 

extended to mid-May 2024.  

Nelson City Council (NCC) update  

5.1 A Climate Advisory Group’s has been appointed and is working on developing a Climate 

Change Strategy. The Climate Change Taskforce has been established since the Advisory 

Group began its work and a process is now underway to involve the Taskforce in the 

Strategy development. 

5.2 The Climate Action Plan, approved in 2021, is being updated as part of the work on the 

Climate Change Strategy. It will aim to include projects approved under the Long Term Plan 

(LTP) 2024-2034. 

5.3 The climate-resilient stormwater upgrade on St Vincent Street has been successfully 

completed. This upgrade aims to enhance resilience against heavy rain events and mitigate 

flood risks. 

5.4 NCC have and continues to provide free monthly composting workshops to the community, 

run from Tim’s Garden, and distributed recycling and waste minimisation information in 

collaboration with our Council. 

5.5 NCC is investigating implementing Workride’s Ride-to-Work Benefit Scheme for Council 

staff. The scheme works on a salary sacrifice model and helps staff offset up to 63% of the 

cost of a new commuter bicycle. The scheme intends to encourage staff to commute by bike 

to support the reduction of staff commuting emissions, which were added as a source of 

GHG emissions in our latest Council Operational Footprint. The data showed that commuter 

emissions represent the highest travel-related GHG emissions produced by staff, ahead of 

air travel, council vehicles and taxis. 

 
1 Cascading impacts from extreme weather/climate events occur when an extreme hazard generates a 
sequence of secondary events in natural and human systems that result in physical, natural, social or 
economic disruption, whereby the resulting impact is significantly larger than the initial impact (IPCC).  

https://environment.govt.nz/publications/a-guide-to-local-climate-change-risk-assessments/
http://www.urbanintelligence.co.nz/
https://www.workride.co.nz/
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Nelson Tasman Climate Forum update  

5.6 Staff and Councillor representatives continue to attend monthly Leadership Group hui of the 

Nelson Tasman Climate Forum. 

5.7 Forum members are planning for Climate Action Week 2024, which will be held from 24 May 

to 2 June. With twenty-plus events, the festival aims to gather climate-related initiatives 

happening in the Tasman-Nelson region. This year, “Grounded Community” is the theme for 

climate action. For an overview of the week click here.  

5.8 Work on the Motueka Repair Café continues as it proves to be a successful project 

attracting the community, particularly the elderly. The most recent event was held on May 18 

at the Motueka Library (Te Noninga Kumu). The Café recruits volunteers at the grass-root 

level, supported by our Council. 

6. National update 

Climate Change Minister now in Cabinet after reshuffle 

6.1 In a statement to the media, Prime Minister Christopher Luxon announced a Cabinet 

reshuffle where Climate Change and Revenue Minister Simon Watts moved into Cabinet. 

Resource management reform update  

6.2 Soon after taking office, the Government indicated it would take a phased approach to 

resource management reform. During the first phase of changes, in December 2023, it 

repealed the Natural and Built Environment Act (NBA) and the Spatial Planning Act. Some 

parts of the NBA were retained, including its fast-track consenting regime, as an interim step 

while new legislation was developed.  

6.3 In the second phase the Government introduced legislation for a fast-track approvals regime 

(to make it easier to consent new infrastructure including renewable energy and other 

developments). It also intends to make amendments to the RMA and will provide national 

direction on the Going for Housing Growth package.  

6.4 In the third phase of reform, the Government intends to replace the existing Resource 

Management Act 1991 with new legislation. During April, more details were released about 

two Resource Management Act Amendment Bills to be introduced this year.  

6.5 The first Resource Management Amendment Bill is expected to be introduced to Parliament 

in May and passed into law later this year. The Bill will contain targeted changes while new 

legislation is being developed, including changes to provisions in the National Environmental 

Standards for Freshwater (NES-F) and the National Policy Statements for Freshwater 

Management (NPS-FM) and Indigenous Biodiversity (NPS-IB).  

6.6 Port coastal permits are proposed to be extended for a further 20 years, providing port 

operators with certainty to continue their operations. The existing permits are set to expire in 

September 2026. The proposed extension is intended to be included in the second 

Resource Management Act Amendment Bill that Government plans to introduce later this 

year. The Government will be consulting with key stakeholders and iwi on the proposal in the 

coming months.  

6.7 A Cabinet paper released late March provides some information about the Government’s 

planned three phase Work Programme for Reforming the Resource Management System 

including indicative timeframes over the next three years for delivery of the work 

programmes. 

https://www.nelsontasmanclimateforum.nz/2023/05/03/2490/
https://www.nelsontasmanclimateforum.nz/2024-climate-action-festival/
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/pm-announces-changes-portfolios
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/urgent-changes-system-through-first-rma-amendment-bill
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/government-consults-extending-coastal-permits-ports
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/government-consults-extending-coastal-permits-ports
https://environment.govt.nz/assets/publications/Work-Programme-for-Reforming-the-Resource-Management-System.pdf


Strategy and Policy Committee Agenda – 28 May 2024 

 

 

Item 7.7 Page 7 
 

6.8 Last year’s severe weather has focused attention on the importance of both reducing our 

greenhouse gas emissions and preparing for the impacts. The Ministry for the Environment’s 

work on the proposed National Policy Statement for Natural Hazard Decision-Making 

continues, and work is underway to create the second Emission Reduction Plan (ERP2).  

Government launches inquiry to investigate climate adaptation  

6.1 On 10 May 2024, Parliament agreed to a cross-party investigation into needed adaptation 

for climate change. A notice of motion enacted in Parliament gave the Finance and 

Expenditure Committee the authority to conduct the enquiry, which would create objectives 

and principles for a national adaptation framework. An all-hazards approach is to be used. 

Any relevant legislation is likely to be introduced in early 2025.  

6.2 The Committee may make recommendations on: 

• Minimising the long-term costs to New Zealand of adapting to the impacts of natural 

events. 

• Providing certainty for property owners and ensure any support is predictable, principled, 

and fair. This includes clarity about the Government’s response and the roles of insurers, 

local government and other groups. 

• Improving the sharing of information so that everyone – individuals, communities, 

councils and industries - can make informed decisions. 

• Contributing to maintaining efficient housing and insurance markets. 

• Ensuring people have the ability and incentive to make decisions to reduce their risk 

where they can. 

6.3 The Minister has indicated local government and communities are generally best 

placed to understand local risks and decide whether and how to protect each of their assets 

see Cabinet paper: CAB-400 Progressing an adaptation framework.  

6.4 Submissions to the Environment Committee will be considered as part of the Finance and 

Expenditure Committee Inquiry and the MfE website notes that the “Finance and 

Expenditure Committee is likely to call for new and additional public submissions. Details will 

be made available on Parliament’s website.” 

6.5 Decisions have not been taken on whether new legislation is required. “Developing guiding 

principles is the first priority of the adaptation framework. After this, Ministers will consider if 

legislation is needed.” (MfE website). The press release noted – “Any legislation required to 

support the framework is expected to be introduced in early 2025.” 

6.6 Council staff have anticipated the need for a national climate adaptation framework and the 

potential involvement of local government in its implementation. Development of a regional 

climate adaptation strategy and 'community adaptation plans' for local areas are key actions 

included within the draft Tasman Climate Response Strategy and Action Plan. This work 

programme will need to align with any legislative criteria established by the government's 

proposed adaptation framework.  

Emergency Management Bill not proceeding 

6.7 The Government has decided not to proceed with the existing Emergency Management Bill. 

The Minister intends to introduce a new Bill this term, alongside considering system 

improvements using existing mechanisms in the Civil Defence Emergency Management Act 

https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/climate-change-%E2%80%93-mitigating-risks-and-costs
https://environment.govt.nz/assets/publications/CAB-400-and-CAB-minute-redacted-for-publishing.pdf
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/climate-change-%E2%80%93-mitigating-risks-and-costs
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2002 and non-legislative levers. Information relating to the Government’s decision to not 

proceed with the Emergency Management Bill is provided in proactively released material. 

Government works towards modernising insurance law 

6.8 A bill intending to modernise insurance law has passed its first reading in Parliament. The 

Contracts of Insurance legislation would shift the onus of disclosure duties to insurers. 

6.9 These reforms are long overdue. New Zealand's insurance law is complicated and dated, 

some of which is more than 100 years old. The recent extreme weather events have 

highlighted the ad-hoc nature of disaster recovery funding between government and private 

insurance companies and the need for risk-based decisions to help prepare and adapt for 

climate change events. 

Sustainable Finance Taxonomy for New Zealand  

6.10 The Climate Change Minister, Hon Simon Watts, has invited recommendation non-binding 

advice on the design for a green (sustainable finance) taxonomy for Aotearoa New Zealand.   

6.11 The Ministry for the Environment is collaborating with Toitū Tahua to develop a taxonomy for 

environmentally sustainable activities, aiding investors in making confident decisions to 

support a transition to a low emissions economy. Toitū Tahua has established an 

independent technical advisory group (ITAG) to provide recommendations to the 

Government on the taxonomy's design, expected to be finalised by mid-2024.  

 

Independent review of biogenic methane science and targets 

6.12 The Government is to appoint an independent Ministerial advisory panel to review New 

Zealand’s biogenic methane science and targets. The panel will be tasked with reviewing the 

latest science about biogenic methane to provide an up-to-date evidence base about 

methane’s warming impact. They will also provide advice on what a biogenic methane target 

consistent with the principle of no additional warming would look like for New Zealand. The 

Government is expected to confirm terms of reference for the review and panel members in 

mid-2024. 

Climate Change Commission advice on the Emissions Trading Scheme 

6.13 On 12 March 2024, the Minister of Climate Change released He Pou a Rangi the Climate 

Change Commission’s latest advice on the New Zealand Emissions Trading Scheme (NZ 

ETS).  

6.14 Under the Climate Change Response Act 2002, He Pou a Rangi Climate Change 

Commission provides independent evidence-based advice to the Government on the ETS 

unit and price control settings every year. The purpose of the advice is to help ensure the NZ 

ETS operates effectively and in line with Aotearoa New Zealand’s emissions reduction 

goals.  

6.15 This latest report, covering 2025–2029, is the third time the Commission has delivered 

advice on NZ ETS unit limits and price control settings.  

6.16 New evidence shows there are too many units in the NZ ETS for the Government to make 

best use of it to reduce emissions. This excess number of units presents a high risk that 

emissions budgets won’t be achieved. To address this risk, the Commission advises the 

Government to reduce NZ ETS auction volumes as soon as possible. 

https://www.dpmc.govt.nz/publications/proactive-release-leg-24-sub-0039-documents-relating-governments-decision-not-proceed-emergency-management-bill
https://environment.govt.nz/what-government-is-doing/areas-of-work/climate-change/meeting-the-costs-of-our-climate-action/sustainable-finance-taxonomy-for-new-zealand/
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/methane-targets-be-independently-reviewed
https://environment.govt.nz/news/independent-review-of-biogenic-methane-science-and-targets-announced/
https://www.climatecommission.govt.nz/news/excess-units-in-nz-ets-pose-a-risk-to-meeting-climate-goals/
https://www.climatecommission.govt.nz/news/excess-units-in-nz-ets-pose-a-risk-to-meeting-climate-goals/
https://www.climatecommission.govt.nz/our-work/advice-to-government-topic/nz-ets/our-advice-on-the-nz-ets/nzets-advice-2025-29/
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6.17 Alongside having too many units already in the NZ ETS, the advice states that uncertainty 

about the Government’s priorities is affecting market and investor confidence in the scheme. 

This is also increasing the risk that the Government will not achieve its emissions reduction 

goals.  

6.18 The Commission reiterates previous advice that the Government make clear statements 

about its goals for reducing greenhouse gases at their source, its goals for using forestry to 

absorb some emissions, and the role of the NZ ETS in achieving the emissions reductions 

committed to in its first Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) under the Paris 

Agreement.  

6.19 “We advise the Government to not delay action that will make the NZ ETS more capable of 

delivering the outcomes. The status quo will not create the stability needed by the market. 

Changes to the ETS now are essential to reduce uncertainty,” Dr Carr said.  

6.20 The Government will now consider this advice and make decisions on it later this year. 

Following public consultation, set to occur before mid-2024, proposed changes to the ETS 

will be finalised by the end of September 2024. 

 

New Zealand’s Greenhouse Gas Inventory 2022 

6.21 New Zealand’s gross greenhouse gas emissions decreased by 3.4 million tonnes of carbon 

dioxide equivalent (Mt CO2-e) in 2022, a 4% reduction compared to 2021. This amount is 

roughly triple the emissions produced by all domestic flights in New Zealand in 2022. This is 

the third successive slight decrease year-on-year. 

6.22 New Zealand’s Greenhouse Gas Inventory (compiled by MfE) is the official annual report of 

all human-induced emissions and removals produced within New Zealand. The latest 

inventory, published in April 2024, contains data from 1990 to 2022 inclusively. 

6.23 The following graph shows New Zealand’s emissions (in Mt CO2-e) by sector in 2022. 

 

6.24 The biggest reason for the decrease in gross emissions between 2021 and 2022 was an 8% 

(2.5 Mt CO2-e) decrease in emissions from energy. This was largely because there was 

more renewable electricity – mainly hydroelectricity – on the grid, meaning less use of coal 

and gas, decreasing emissions by 1.7 Mt CO2-e. 

6.25 Emissions from road transport decreased by 0.2 Mt CO2-e due to decreased petrol 

consumption, even though the estimated kilometres travelled by petrol vehicles remained 

largely stable. 

https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/commission%E2%80%99s-advice-ets-settings-tabled
https://environment.govt.nz/facts-and-science/climate-change/new-zealands-greenhouse-gas-inventory/
https://environment.govt.nz/facts-and-science/climate-change/new-zealands-greenhouse-gas-inventory/
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6.26 Agricultural emissions decreased by 1.4% (0.6 Mt CO2-e) compared to 2021, because less 

synthetic nitrogen fertiliser was used, and the number of sheep and beef cattle fell. 

Resource use and waste generation Aotearoa New Zealand 

6.27 The Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment has initiated an investigation into the 

environmental impacts of economic production and consumption in New Zealand. The 

investigation aims to determine the current levels of resource extraction and waste 

generation associated with economic activities and project future trends based on 

population, economic, and other factors. 

6.28 As an initial step, a literature review has been released to assess existing research on 

resource use and waste generation, highlighting data gaps and proposing potential 

approaches to address them. The review will inform future research commissioned by the 

Commissioner.  

Supreme Court greenlights climate case against corporate emitters 

6.29 The Supreme Court of New Zealand has made a significant ruling in a case brought by 

Māori elder Mike Smith against major corporate greenhouse gas emitters. Smith's claim, 

seeking civil liability for these emitters' climate change contributions impacting his family's 

and tribe's land and cultural values, was initially dismissed by lower courts.  

6.30 However, the Supreme Court overturned these rulings, granting Smith the opportunity to 

present his full case before the High Court. This decision has garnered attention locally and 

internationally, potentially marking a new direction in climate law. While it marks the 

beginning of a potentially lengthy legal process, the ruling is seen as opening a significant 

avenue for addressing climate-related grievances. 

Report finds gas remains energy of choice for nearly half of homes  

6.31 A new report from the Energy Efficiency Conservation Authority (EECA) has found most 

residential gas consumers would only replace their existing gas appliances such as water 

heaters, cooktops or space heaters if they break down. 

$20m flood protection plan for Westport 

6.32 In April the government announced $20 million in funding will be made available to Westport 

to fund much-needed flood protection around the town.  

6.33 $2 million of the allocated funding will also go towards property-level adaptation measures 

for those outside the stop banks. Organs Island, upstream from the town, will be transferred 

to West Coast Regional Council management to slow flood waters as part of the funding. 

6.34 Construction of the stop banks is expected to begin this year and be completed by 2027. 

The West Coast Regional Council will also co-invest in this work with its contribution being 

confirmed in its draft Long Term Plan. 

Submission opportunities  

6.35 The Council lodged a submission on the draft Government Policy Statement on Land 

Transport prior to the submission deadline of 2 April 2024. Retrospective approval of this 

submission was sought at the Strategy and Policy Committee meeting held on 18 April. 

6.36 The Council lodged a submission on the Fast-track Approvals Bill before the submission 

deadline of 19 April 2024. Retrospective approval of this submission was sought at the 

Environment and Regulatory Committee meeting held on 24 April. The Select Committee 

report is due on 7 September 2024.   

https://pce.parliament.nz/media/dwihj41m/resource-use-and-waste-generation-in-aotearoa-new-zealand-a-literature-review.pdf
https://localgovernmentmag.co.nz/supreme-court-green-lights-climate-change-case/
https://insidegovernment.co.nz/report-finds-gas-remains-energy-of-choice-for-nearly-half-of-homes/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Inside-Government-26042024&utm_content=insidegovernment.co.nz%2Freport-finds-gas-remains-energy-of-choice-for-nearly-half-of-homes%2F&utm_source=email.jslmedia.com.au
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/gps-2024-over-20-billion-get-transport-back-track
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/gps-2024-over-20-billion-get-transport-back-track
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2024/0031/latest/LMS943195.html
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6.37 An expert advisory group will provide independent recommendations to Ministers on projects 

to be included in the Fast Track Approvals Bill was announced on 10 April. Project 

applications can be made to the Ministry of Environment until 3 May. The Advisory Group 

will be engaged between April and July 2024, and will be supported by the Ministry for the 

Environment and the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment.   

6.38 On 19 April, the Minister released a list of organisations that received letters about the Fast-

track applications process, following several OIA requests.  It should not be assumed that a 

stakeholder who received this letter will choose to submit projects to the Independent 

Advisory Group process. The list and letters are provided in this press release (Tasman 

District Council was not on this list). 

6.39 He Pou a Rangi/the Climate Change Commission is consulting on how New Zealand can 

best tackle greenhouse gases with submissions on three aspects closing on 31 May 2024: 

6.39.1 The first piece of work looks at what the emissions budget should be for the 

period 2036–2040. Emissions budgets are stepping stones towards the country’s 

long-term emissions reduction target. They set a cap on the maximum amount of 

climate pollution that Aotearoa New Zealand can emit in a five-year period. 

6.39.2 The second piece of work looks at the country’s 2050 climate target. When the 

Commission develops advice on the next emissions budget, it also does a sense 

check of that long-term target. 

6.39.3 The third piece of work also relates to the 2050 target – but is focused on 

whether emissions from international shipping and aviation should also be 

included in it, like emissions from domestic shipping and aviation already are. 

Due to the submission period coinciding with LTP submissions, staff have not had time to 

prepare submissions from the Council on any of these matters. However, we met with the 

Commissioner and some of her staff on 7 May to discuss the submission opportunities and 

provide verbal feedback. 

 

7. International update 

OECD releases economic report for New Zealand   

7.1 The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) released its annual 

survey, The country is being told it needs to get inflation under control, balance the books, 

raise educational achievement, and lift productivity. 

7.2 The OECD also said that the country needed a more systematic approach to cutting 

greenhouse gas emissions and coping with climate change.  

7.1 It also said the Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) needed to be reviewed in how forestry 

resources are accounted for, while the pricing of agricultural emissions needed to be settled. 

7.2 It also stated that the recent cyclones had exposed the ad hoc nature of disaster recovery 

funding between the government and commercial insurance firms, as well as the necessity 

for risk-based decisions to help prepare for and adapt to climate change. Here's a video 

overview.  

NZ-European Union Free Trade Agreement enters into force  

7.3 New Zealand's free trade agreement (NZ-EU FTA) with the European Union, one of the 

world's largest trading entities, entered into force on 1 May 2024. The NZ-EU FTA is one of 

https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/new-fast-track-projects-advisory-group-named
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/minister-releases-fast-track-stakeholder-list
https://www.climatecommission.govt.nz/our-work/advice-to-government-topic/preparing-advice-on-emissions-budgets/advice-on-the-fourth-emissions-budget/
https://www.climatecommission.govt.nz/our-work/advice-to-government-topic/preparing-advice-on-emissions-budgets/advice-on-the-fourth-emissions-budget/
https://www.climatecommission.govt.nz/our-work/advice-to-government-topic/review-of-the-2050-emissions-target/2024-review-of-the-2050-emissions-target/
https://www.climatecommission.govt.nz/our-work/advice-to-government-topic/review-on-whether-emissions-from-international-aviation-and-shipping-should-be-included-in-the-2050-target/
https://www.climatecommission.govt.nz/our-work/advice-to-government-topic/review-on-whether-emissions-from-international-aviation-and-shipping-should-be-included-in-the-2050-target/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICbrzdPWqyw&t=139s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICbrzdPWqyw&t=139s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICbrzdPWqyw&t=139s
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/nz-eu-fta-gains-royal-assent-1-may-entry-force
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the highest quality and most comprehensive free trade agreements that New Zealand has 

ever concluded. The agreement opens new opportunities for NZ to deepen business 

connections and offers significant benefits to our economy.    

7.4 The NZ-EU FTA also establishes a sanctionable commitment for both parties to “effectively 

implement” their 2030 climate targets under the Paris Agreement.  

 
UK Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism  

7.5 The UK Government has announced a plan to introduce its carbon border adjustment 

mechanism (CBAM) by 2027. The UK CBAM will impose a tariff on a range of high-carbon goods 

imported from countries with weaker emissions regulations to prevent carbon leakage and 

protect UK firms from being undercut by less-regulated foreign competitors.  

7.6 The UK mechanism builds from the European Union’s carbon border adjustment mechanism 

started in Europe in 2023. CBAM is the first regime of its kind in any emission trading system, a 

WTO-compliant measure that boosts global sustainability. 

European court rules climate inaction by States breaches human rights 

7.7 The European Court of Human Rights ruled in favour of Swiss women, deeming the 

government’s climate efforts inadequate and a violation of human rights due to the 

vulnerability of older women to heatwaves.  

7.8 This landmark decision affects 46 European countries and emphasises the legal obligations 

to combat climate change. It sets a precedent for future litigation on climate change’s impact 

on human rights and highlights the importance of national agreements like the Paris 

Agreement.  

7.9 Although the Swiss case was decided under a particular legal, constitutional, and 

institutional setting, in many respects different to New Zealand, there is much in the decision 

that could inform New Zealand judicial responses to common issues which, like greenhouse 

emissions themselves, know no national borders. 

Latest IPCC climate change report released 

7.10 The synthesis report provides an overview of progress made in formulating and 

implementing national adaptation plans (NAPs).  

7.11 It covers experiences, best practices, lessons learned, gaps, and needs in the NAP process. 

Additionally, it assesses the support provided and received by countries in their efforts to 

adapt to climate change.  

Compendium of Good Practices on Quality Infrastructure 2024: Building Resilience to 

Natural Disasters 

7.12 OECD has published a compendium report that outlines seven global practices for 

infrastructure resilience: life-cycle approach, collaboration, risk assessment, impact 

measurement, capacity building, preventive maintenance, and technology deployment.   

AI energy use 

7.13 A recent article notes that AI already uses as much energy as a small country, and the 

energy needed to support data storage is expected to double by 2026. A single ChatGPT 

request uses roughly 900 times more energy than a Google search.  

 

 

https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9935/CBP-9935.pdf
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9935/CBP-9935.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-activists-seek-breakthrough-human-rights-court-ruling-against-european-2024-04-09/
file:///C:/Users/barbaral/Downloads/Synthesis%20Report_April2024.pdf
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/54d26e88-en/index.html?itemId=/content/publication/54d26e88-en
https://www.vox.com/climate/2024/3/28/24111721/ai-uses-a-lot-of-energy-experts-expect-it-to-double-in-just-a-few-years
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Tackling climate change with artificial intelligence and machine learning  

7.14  Addressing climate change involves mitigation (reducing emissions) and adaptation 

(preparing for unavoidable consequences). Both are multifaceted issues. Mitigation of 

greenhouse gas emissions requires changes to electricity systems, transportation, buildings, 

industry, and land use. Adaptation requires planning for resilience and disaster 

management, given an understanding of climate and extreme events. Such a diversity of 

problems can be seen as an opportunity: there are many ways to have an impact. 

7.15 In recent years, machine learning and artificial intelligence have been recognized as a 

broadly powerful tool for technological progress. Despite the growth of artificial intelligence 

to problems of societal and global good, there remains the need for a concerted effort to 

identify how these tools may best be applied to tackle climate change. 

7.16 The recent launch of the UN-led AI Advisory Body advanced a growing global trend to 

harness machine learning and artificial intelligence to find solutions to common challenges. 

AI is upping the data crunching game and a growing number of governments, businesses 

and civil society partners are working together to reap its many benefits.  

 

8. Attachments / Tuhinga tāpiri 

1.  Call for data on Council's adaptation preparedness 14 

2.  Council's response to the call for data on adaptation preparedness 16 

  

 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/10/1142867
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/personnel-appointments/2023-10-26/secretary-generals-advisory-body-members-artificial-intelligence
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